e
Going Back to School, but Remotely

the Churdh or
ministry can
be a little bit
likee blinders
in seeing just
what’s in front
1 thenlogy, o of youi. In mvy

N

hadogy and care. group of first-
e 54, year students
; at GTU this

year, almost
a quarter of
the incoming students are from
China or Ko I Yy COnCen-
tration in practical theology, 1
believe [ am the only white guy,
which is quite different from
parish ministry, yet reflective of
where the bulk of the work in
the field is being done

Fr. James
Smith is
now a shn-
dent at GTU
in Berkeley
fabove), but
seldom sets fool on campus,
duwe to COVID-19.

How has it been setiling
back into the academic Hfe?

s the first time in
my lifee that | hawe tabken dass-
s online. Due o COVID-149,
miost universities in California

have switched to online cdasses
for the fall and likely for the
wing. GTU is affilisted with
Cal-Berkeley, soGTU tends to
follow the lead from Berkeley.
As with doing anything
new or for the first time, it's
neardy impossible

Your classes are all online,
Are you missing the give-and-
lake of the classroom?

Conversalions on Zoom
am not the same as in person.
However, the mute bution s
really nice. As | mentioned to

the: most convenient 1've
ever had.

Oe: of the: goals of theol-
oy and relighous studies is to
[
penple experience, something
lofty acadermics sometimes

wnected o what nosmal




